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Playdates without stroller gridlock,
parks without traffic lanes, and furniture so mod
you won't want to give it wway.

PLUS
The Heiress and the Orphan:

Steve Fishman on Libet Johnson’s Custody Battle
Joe Bruno's Last Stand By Geoffrey Gray
Richard Price’s GrAmNo By Sam Anderson

Play Space

APPLE SEEDS
10 W, 25th St., nr. Broadway
212-792-7590
#

What separates Apple Seeds from
most other romp rooms is that
parents won't mind playing there
cither. Everything from the décor
(clean and modern) to the mu-
sic (disco and Radiohead) to the
germ-phobic philosophy (toys
are replaced and washed twice a
day) is conceived with both demo-
graphics in mind. The ground-level

space is easy to access, even with a
double-wide stroller. Once inside,
a stroller valet “checks” your ride so
you don't have to fight for parking.
A playground membership ($850
per year) includes unlimited access
to the Gotham-themed play area,
where older kids can drive a taxi,
slide down an apartment building,
and buy plastic bagels and veggies
at the corner deli. There’s also aless
rowdy area for crawlers with pad-
ded mats and a shape-sorting wall.
Classes like “Cooking Monsters”
(part cooking, part math) and an
arts-and-crafts session dubbed “My
Chelsea Art Opening” fill up early
($640 to $690). You need not be a
paying member to access the book-
store, the boutique selling hipster
gear from newborn to 6T, the hair
salon (stylist Carole Kimberg was
recently poached from Citibabes),
or the new café, which stocks juice
boxes as well as plenty of coffee
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